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Fall is marching in! 
 

Hard to imagine that it could be true when 
the temps are still in the 90s, but it is 
happening!   

We are jumping into Fall with our food 
backpack project in honor of the National 
Day of Service and Remembrance.  
We will be packing supplemental food for 
the Kiwanis Weekend Backpack Program 
where Chadron teachers identify students 
who are chronically hungry and may not be 
getting enough food over the weekends.  
Those students are then nominated for the 
backpack program. The Kiwanis provides 
take home, shelf stable, nutritious food for 
the weekend and school breaks.  The 
Kiwanis Backpack Program expects to 
serve about 50 kids in Chadron this year. 
In addition to the food, RSVP will be 
handwriting notes of encouragement or 
jokes to be given to each child every 
weekend.  We are excited to give the 
Kiwanis a hand again in this worthwhile 
outreach.  

 

We are also planning our annual 
recognition luncheon to honor our 
volunteers and their years of service to the 
community.  You will see the notice later in 
this newsletter and an invitation will be 
mailed soon.  Please RSVP as soon as 
possible so we can get an accurate count. 

 

Coffee Socials 

Fun gift bags given for door prizes, 

birthdays & hours. 

 
 

CHADRON COFFEE   

   Sept 17
th
  &  Oct 15

th
 

   10 am - Chadron RSVP office 

 

CRAWFORD  COFFEE 

 Tues., Sept 21
st
  & Oct 19

th
 

   2 pm - Crawford RSVP office 

 

As we return to indoor coffee 
socials.  Please follow your 

instincts regarding 
your safety/
comfort.  

Hope to see you 
there! 

 

Welcome New 

Volunteers!  
 

Delilah Flaherty,  Sharon Grove, 

Laurel Lund, Beverly 

McGannon  &Tom Mitchell  

 

We are excited to have you all 

in the program! 

 

 

20+ volunteers are needed 
to pack weekend food for 
chronically hungry kids in 
Chadron! September 14th at 
American Legion 10 am-noon
-ish. Please let us know if you 
can come! Call 432-3393 
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A melted candy bar helps cre-
ate the microwave oven 

Percy Spencer was so fascinated 
by the sinking of the Titanic that 
he became a scientist. He joined 
the Navy, trained as a radio elec-
trician, and ultimately became a 
civilian expert on radar during 
World War II, earning the Distin-
guished Public Service Award for 
his work. And he did it all without 
ever having graduated from high 
school. 
 
After the war, Spencer worked for 
Raytheon Manufacturing, a de-
fense contractor. As he was walk-
ing near the radar equipment one 
day, he absent-mindedly stuck his 
hand in his shirt pocket—and 
found a gooey mess. Spencer 
often carried a Mr. Peanut candy 
bar to feed the squirrels at lunch. 
He knew enough about radar to 
suspect that its heat-producing 
magnetron waves could be the 
culprit, but he wasn’t sure. So he 
placed a bag of popcorn kernels 
in front of the -machine—and they 
popped. Then came a raw egg, 
which dutifully exploded all over a 
skeptical colleague’s face. 
 
Spencer fine-tuned his discovery 
with Raytheon and marketed it to 
airlines, railways, restaurants, and 
cruise liners as “the Ra-
darange”—or, as it’s known now, 
the microwave oven. Fortunately, 
microwaves have come a long 
way since 1947, when they stood 
nearly six feet tall, weighed 750 
pounds, and cost $3,000. That’s 
roughly $35,000 today. 

Accidents That Changed History  By Jacopo della Quercia 

Readers Digest  Altering the course of human events takes a grand idea and careful execution—most of the 

time. But at these fateful points, plans went out the window. 

A coconut saves JFK’s life 

August 2, 1943, began as a 
cloudy, moonless night in the 
South Pacific for 26-year-old Navy 
lieutenant John F. Kennedy. As 
Kennedy and his crew patrolled 
the Solomon Islands from their 
boat, PT-109, a Japanese de-
stroyer pierced through the fog 
and sliced the smaller ship in half. 
An enormous fireball filled the 
sky, and two men aboard PT-109 
were killed. As Kennedy and ten 
other survivors huddled around 
the wreck, they realized they had 
no choice but to swim to a nearby 
island. Kennedy, a former mem-
ber of the Harvard swim team, 
personally towed one of his 
wounded comrades with his teeth 
for five hours through shark- and 
crocodile-infested waters to Plum 
Pudding Island, where they ate 
coconuts to survive. 
 
After several days, the men 
flagged down two Solomon Is-
lands natives passing in a canoe, 
who agreed to take a message to 
the Allied forces. The dispatch 
was carved into a coconut shell: 
“NAURO ISL … COMMANDER 
… NATIVE KNOWS POS’IT … 
HE CAN PILOT … 11 ALIVE … 
NEED SMALL BOAT … KENNE-
DY.” The islanders delivered the 
coconut, and the men were soon 
rescued. 
 
Years later, Judge Ernest W. Gib-
son Jr., a colonel in the South Pa-
cific during the war, surprised the 
newly elected President Kennedy 
with a gift. It was the coconut he 
had carved his message into. 
Kennedy had it encased in plastic 
and used it as a paperweight 
throughout his presidency. Today, 
it is on permanent display at the 
John F. Kennedy Library in Bos-
ton. 

A dog gives the world Velcro 

Swiss engineer George de Mes-
tral was a natural inventor. When 
he was 12, he designed and pa-
tented a toy airplane. As he got 
older, he considered nature the 
greatest inventor on the planet, so 
he kept his eyes out for naturally 
occurring phenomena science 
could imitate. That’s where his 
faithful Irish pointer came in. 
 
After a day hiking in the Swiss 
mountains, de Mestral noticed 
that his dog was covered with 
spiky burs, as were his own 
pants. He put the burs under the 
microscope and found tiny 
“hooks” at the ends of their bris-
tles that seemingly latched onto 
almost any kind of fur or clothing. 
Since de Mestral was no fan of 
zippers—they tended to freeze in 
the Alpine winter—he spent the 
next ten years trying to duplicate 
the burs’ irresistible attraction to 
his hiking partner. 
 
After countless attempts and belly 
rubs, de Mestral found the right -
material for his invention: nylon, 
which was strong enough for the 
hooks to hold but pliable enough 
to be separated with the right tug. 
De Mestral submitted his patent in 
1952, and it was approved three 
years later. He named his inven-
tion Velcro, a -combination of vel-
vet and crochet, the French word 
for “hook.” 



Summer Fun 
Diaper repacks, books booths, art shows, Dawes County Museum, Closer to Home, Community 

Cares produce distributions, WCHR commodity packing, & food pantries 

are just a few of the activities benefitting from RSVP members this sum-

mer.  While we are far from having all of our sites reopen, volunteers em-

braced the opportunities presented.   

Sometimes they had to reach - that’s 

new RSVP volunteer Bev McGannan 

on the right helping repaint the 

RSVP office.  The office is being ex-

panded and Bev was kind (or crazy) 

enough to pitch in for THREE days 

of painting fun.  Remodeling should 

be done be the end of September.  



We have all probably been con-
tacted in online or telephone 
scams, and we may have friends 
who have lost thousands of dol-
lars after falling for a scam. One 
of the easiest ways to tell if you 
are being targeted is to think 
about how you are being asked to 
transfer your funds. 

How does the scammer want that 
money sent? It has to be a way 
that allows them to collect right 
away without you backing out. It 
also has to be hard to trace. Re-
member that your funds can be 
instantly transferred electronically 
around the world. There are five 
different methods commonly used 
by scammers to make those 
funds transfers.  

Gift cards are currently the pre-
ferred method used for all types of 
scams. You are instructed to buy 
one or several cards worth hun-
dreds of dollars from a major re-
tailer like Amazon or Walmart. 
You then read the code numbers 
on the back of the cards to the 
caller. Once you've done that, the 
swindler can use the codes to buy 
merchandise — including other 
gift cards with lower denomina-
tions. That makes the payment 
untraceable. 

Similar to a gift card, scammers 
also ask for prepaid debit cards. A 
prepaid debit card is a reloadable 
debit card like Visa which is sold 
at major retail stores. It has a seri-
al number that is used to transfer 
funds from your bank account to 
the card and is used like a tradi-
tional checking account debit 
card. The consumer can desig-
nate how much money to load 
onto the card at any given time. 
Money on the card can be trans-
ferred to another debit card or 
used to make same-day pay-
ments to other companies. If the 
serial number falls into the hands 
of a scammer, the scammer can 
drain the money you have loaded 
onto the card. 

In the past the most common 
method used by a scammer has 

been the wire transfer. Your bank, 
Western Union, or MoneyGram 
sends funds to another account 
number for a fee. The transfer 
can’t be cancelled once it is sent. 
The one exception is if you make 
an international transfer and then 
contact the company to cancel it 
within a half-hour, and that only 
works if the wire hasn’t been 
picked up or deposited yet.  

Money transfer apps like Venmo, 
Cash, or Zelle are commonly 
used by most young people to-
day. You can move funds easily 
to another person who has an ac-
count. The apps are designed to 
be used by people who know and 
trust each other, and there is no 
consumer protection if you send 
money via one of them to a per-
son who asks you to share your 
account number. Because you 
authorize these payments, you 
will probably not be able to get 
your money back.  

Most of us don’t have cryptocur-
rency accounts like Bitcoin, but 
they are becoming more common. 
Victims are instructed on how to 
open an account and told to buy a 
fraction of a Bitcoin, for example, 
in increments of as little as $10. 
Transactions take a few minutes 
and are person-to-person, without 
any bank or regulating body. 
When the crook gets your money, 
it's gone. More cryptocurrencies 
are being developed all the time.  

Billions of dollars are lost to scam-
mers every year. If you think you 
are a victim of a scam, contact the 
company that sent the money and 
see if they will reverse the pay-
ment. (They probably won’t, but it 
doesn’t hurt to try.) Let the police 
department know, as scammers 
usually target an area for a while 
and then move on. Finally, con-
tact the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. When you report a scam, 
the FTC can use the information 
to build cases against scammers, 
spot trends, educate the public, 
and share data about what is hap-
pening in your community. If you 

were scammed, report it to the 
FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov.  

Note from Rachel:  Scammers are 
still running the Grandparent 
Scam where you receive a call or 
message from a “grandchild;” a 
catastrophe has happened, and 
they need money fast. Another 
popular one is a message on your 
computer that it has been com-
promised.  It is often accompa-
nied by a harsh, nuclear reactor-
type warning siren that is sure to 
get your attention.  You are in-
structed to call “Microsoft” imme-
diately at a number the scammer 
supplies.  Once you make that 
call, you’re told to go to your com-
puter and the scammer will tell 
you how to let them remote ac-
cess it so they can “correct the 
breach”.  Unfortunately, what they 
do is access your private infor-
mation, or load software on to 
your computer so that it doesn’t 
work properly.  They will then 
charge you hundreds of dollars to 
fix the problem.  Sadly the soft-
ware likely remains on your com-
puter so they can attempt to scam 
you out of more money, or they 
may get access to financial info 
stored on your system and take a 
run at your bank account. If you 
have problems with your comput-
er, go to a local, reputable dealer 
for help. 

 

FIVE WAYS TO PAY YOUR SCAMMER By Patricia Jones, Alliance Poverty Task Force 



The Chadron and 

Crawford Senior 

Centers are OPEN 

for lunch and need 

your support.  

CHADRON 
Dixie Connery 9/2 
Helen Kent 9/3 
Gwenda Ruff 9/3 
Jeanie Mohr 9/13 
Sandi Anderson 9/19 
Sharon Bartlett 9/20 
Mike Pascale 9/23 
Martheena Haden 9/24 
Dee Yoakum 9/25 
Shirley Roberts 9/26 
Phyllis Burk 9/29 

Roger Suhr 10/2 
Carrie Lundberg 10/3 
Rob Wahlstrom 10/4 
Wilma Eaton 10/7 
Lanelle  Kant 10/9 
Tommy Horse 10/11 
David Hand 10/19 
Sharon Howerter 10/21 
Deb Evans 10/23 
Merle Morford 10/26 
Judy Rama 10/26 
Diana Klakowicz 10/30 

CRAWFORD 
Liz Sprock 9/22 
Jenett Blood 9/26 
Wally Goff 9/27 
Nancy Moore 10/6 
Larry Olson 10/10 
Peggy Sample 10/11 
Connie Bosak 10/15 

Ann Stephens 10/18 
Jo Anne Fisher 10/19 
Evelyn Raben 10/23 
Cleone Hoyda 10/24 
 

HARRISON 
Annette Monserrate 9/18 

We are  

Celebrating You! 
 

Please Join Us for our 

 
RSVP  
Volunteer  
Appreciation  
Luncheon 

 

Tuesday, September 28th at 11am 

       Country Kitchen Banquet Room             

               Invitations will be mailed &    

                   your RSVP is  

         requested. 

  

And now for some updates: 

The dining room at Closer to Home 

will open on September 7th. New 

safety procedures will be in place. 

RSVP has changed one of its serving 

days at Closer to Home from the 

fourth Tuesday to the fourth Monday 

of each month. 

Reminder that the Crawford Coffee      

Socials are trying out a new day and 

time.  Join us on the third Tuesday of 

the month at 2pm. 
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Volunteer Opportunities!  Call 432-3393 

 

WE NEED BAKERS! Call Diana,432-4219 to help! 

Pine 

Blood Drives  

Oct 5th in Chadron & 

Oct 6th in Crawford  

DONORS Needed! 

Help us assemble food packs for hungry kids! 
The packs will be included in the Kiwanis Weekend Food Backpack Program.             
10 –12 volunteers needed at the Chadron American Legion on Tuesday,      
September 14th from 10am - noon-ish.  

This project is in honor of the National Day of Service and Remembrance. 

History in Action  
 

Can you bake a pie or two for 
History in Action Day at the 

Dawes County Museum 
 

Sunday, Sept. 26 
 

This is a very important         
fundraiser for the museum!! 

RSVP Bake Sale 
 

Bake your favorite treat for the 
RSVP Bake Sale at the Pine 

Bough Bazaar  
 

Fri, Nov 12 4-7pm &   
Sat, Nov 13 9-4  

Volunteers needed to staff the 
bake sale booth too! 


